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Genealogy for foster children, especially for time spent, falls into two 

broad categories: pre-ICWA and post-ICWA.    

 
For pre-ICWA adoptees the process can be time consuming. I have 

spent hundreds of hours obtaining all the needed information and 

documents in order for them to receive tribal membership. Some of 
these cases, even now, remain unsolved as some States refuse to 

release the Native adoptees’ (now adults and elders) original birth 

certificate.  
 

Native children post-ICWA currently in foster care may potentially 

have an easier path to tribal membership than pre-ICWA children. For 
these children time spent finding the correct genealogical connections 

may take only an average of 20 to 30 hours. This however does not 

include any reports required by social services. Still, it must be 
remembered that not all children in the system will meet the tribal 

membership requirements. 

 
The following represent an overview of the Genealogical services that 

must be done to establish each child’s tribal connection: 
 

1. gather as much information from the child's family as possible 
2. access databases, both tribal and non-tribal 

3. create a family tree 

4. establish what if any tribal connection exists and if so what tribe 
5. establish the blood quantum of a child or is it just decendency 



6. he tribal requirements for membership are 

7. determine if the child meets the requirements 
8. inquire as to whether the tribe is currently taking new tribal 

members 

9. contact the tribes ICWA dept. and request membership forms 
specifically used for adoptees 

10. have the family fill out the membership forms 

11. wait for acknowledgment from the tribe on whether the child can 
be a member or not. 

 

Below is a statement from an Alaskan case that I successfully helped 
become a tribal member. 
 

I am an elder Nenana Athabascan who was adopted outside of my tribe in the early 

sixties, before the ICWA was in place. In 2014 Washington state released adoptees 
original birth certificates, and I was issued mine. This was when I met Karen. Since then 
she has taken me under her wing and worked tirelessly to guide me through the process 
of reconnecting with my tribe. There have been many times along that journey that I’ve 
faltered and stumbled, and Karen has always been ready with just the right thing to say, 
or the exact small push I’ve needed to take me to the next step. She has been my voice 
and my advocate, and has understood the issues that I suffer from as a result of the 

adoption process and loss of culture. I currently have an application pending for tribal 

membership, and I don’t believe this would have been possible without Karen’s help and 
support. 

Native children who are in the foster care system or going through the adoption process 

desperately need someone like Karen, who is caring, knowledgable, and passionate about 
keeping these children connected to their culture. I can think of no better person than 
Karen to fulfill this role. 

Sincerely, Donna Kayser in Athol, Idaho 

 

I can be reached at 619-517-9027, Nativegenealogy@hotmail.com, or 

visit Nativegenealogy.wordpress.com . 
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